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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment received 5/5/08 Claims 1- 
7,10-20, 38-49, and 57-60 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 58 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 58 recites "the method of claim 20 wherein the contextual information 
includes..." However, claim 20 has been canceled, and the dependency chain and 
current limitations of claim 58 are unclear. 

Moreover, there is insufficient antecedent basis for the limitation "the contextual 
information " in the claim. 

For the purpose of applying art, the examiner will interpret claim 58 as being 
directly dependent from claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1,5,10,17-19 ,38-40,42,43,46,48-49, and 58-60, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Spackman (US Patent No.6,438533). 
[claim 1] Spackman discloses a method comprising: 

• receiving information about a patient utilizing a computer, the information about 
the patient including diagnosis information based upon a diagnosis of the patient 
performed by a health care provider; (col. 4, lines 2-6; col. 10: 27-35) 

• performing a query function utilizing the computer to retrieve from a database a 
list of data sources upon receiving the information, the query function based 
upon the received information about the patients generates and automatically 
executes a set of queries containing query criteria including contextual 
information applicable to the received diagnosis information based on the 
received information about the patient, (col. 4, lines 27-33; col. 7, lines 35-41) 
the set of queries being selected from a set of existing queries that correspond to 
the received information about the patient to retrieve from the database the list of 
data sources matching the query criteria; and (col. 7, lines 41-67; col. 8, lines 36- 
48 ) 
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• generating at least one document utilizing the computer, the at least one 

document containing the list of data sources retrieved from the database. ( col. 8, 
lines 36-48 ) 

[claim 5] Spackman teaches a method wherein the information about the patient further 
comprises information selected from the group consisting of the patient's personal 
information, prescription information, laboratory information, procedures information, 
materials and supplies information and injection information. (Spackman: col. 9, lines 1- 
20) 

[claim 10] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 wherein generating the set of 
queries comprises: constructing a set of queries based on the information received, (col. 
10, lines 11-34) 

[claim 1 7] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: allowing 
the patient to access the at least one document via a computer network, (col. 5, lines 
57-67) 

[claim 1 8] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 7 further comprising: allowing 
the patient to provide feedback or comments with respect to the information contained 
in the at least one document, (col. 10, lines 53-63) 

[claim 1 9] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 8 wherein the computer 
network is selected from the group consisting of a local area network, a wide area 
network, and the Internet, (col. 5, lines 57-67) 
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[claim 58] Spackman discloses a method wherein the queries may include contextual 
information relating to at least one of a weight, an age and a sex. (col. 9, lines 47-67 — 
See 112, 2 nd paragraph rejection) 

[claim 59] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
document includes a list of data sources associated with a parent diagnosis code if a list 
of data sources associated with a child diagnosis code cannot be identified, wherein the 
parent diagnosis code is included in a first classification in a hierarchy of diagnosis code 
classifications that includes a second classification that includes the diagnosis code, 
(col. 8, lines 60-col. 9, line 50) 

[claim 38] Spackman discloses a system comprising: 

• a first database that stores multiple lists of content links, each list corresponding 
to a specific code; and (col. 6, lines 1-15; 65-67)) 

• a first server that receives information about a patient from at least one source, 
the information about the patient including at least one code (col. 5, lines 51-67), 
the first server retrieves from the first database at least one list of content links 
based upon the at least one code and generates at least one document 
containing the at least one list of content links retrieved from the first database, 
(col. 6, lines 18-61) wherein the first server selects a set of existing queries that 
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correspond to information about a medical procedure to retrieve the at least one 
list of content links; (col. 8, lines 36-48) 

• the set of queries are generated based on one or more concepts identified from a 
definition or a conceptual equivalent of the definition of the at least one code and 
one or more contexts that characterize one or more selected concepts 
associated with the code. (col. 7, lines 41-67; col. 8, lines 36-48 ) 

[claim 39] Spackman discloses the system of claim 38 wherein the at least one 
document generated is stored in a second database, (col. 7, lines 49-56; col. 8, lines 
44-48) 

[claim 40] Spackman discloses the system of claim 38 wherein the at least one 
document is made accessible to the patient via a computer network, (col. 5, lines 51-67) 

[claim 42] Spackman discloses the system of claim 38, wherein the first server 
includes a machine-readable medium comprising instructions which, when executed by 
a machine, cause the machine to perform operations, the instructions to comprise: 

• logic to receive the information about the patient from the at least one source; 
(col. 4, lines 2-6; col. 10: 27-35) 
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• logic to generate a set of queries based upon the at lease one definition that 
corresponds to the at least one code received; and (col. 4, lines 27-33; col. 7, 
lines 35-41) 

• logic to execute the set of queries to retrieve from the first database the at least 
one list of content links that corresponds to the set of queries, (col. 7, lines 41-67; 
col. 8, lines 36-48 ) 

[claim 43] Spackman discloses the system of claim 38 wherein the at least one list of 
content links that is stored in the first database is identified using a set of queries 
generated from the at least one definition that is associated with the at least one code, 
(col. 6, lines 65-67) 

[claim 46] The limitations of claim 46 are addressed by the rejections of claims 38 and 
42. 

[claim 48] Spackman discloses the limitations of claim 46 wherein the diagnosis 
information comprises at least one description describing the patient's conditions or 
problems based upon the diagnosis performed by the health care provider, (col. 9, line 
46-67; col. 10, lines 21-34) 

[claim 49] Spackman discloses the limitations of claim 48 wherein performing the 
query function comprises: generating a set of queries containing query criteria based on 
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the received information about the patient; and executing the set of queries to retrieve 
from the database the list of data sources matching the query criteria, (col. 10, lines 46- 
67) 

[claim 60] The limitations of claim 60 are addressed by the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-4,11-16, 47,57, and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spackman (US Patent No. 6,263, 330) in view of Evans (US Patent 
No. 5,924,074). 

[claims 2-4] Spackman teaches a method that utilizes patient records and disease 
information to retrieve store and/or retrieve information relating to a patient's condition 
(col. 8, lines 66-col. 9, lines 20), but does not expressly disclose the use of diagnostic 
codes, such as ICD codes. Evans teaches a data retrieval system/method wherein 
receiving data in the patient's records comprises accessing procedure codes or 
diagnosis codes for procedures/diagnoses that the patient has undergone/received and 
wherein the codes are CPT or ICD codes, (column 9, lines 4-7, figure 20; column 11, 
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lines 14-27). At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary in the art to combine the teachings of Spackman with the teachings of Evans 
to specifically include diagnostic codes (e.g. ICD codes) among the patient information. 
One would have been motivated to include this feature to facilitate a treating healthcare 
provider's access to a wide range of critical medical data relating to his/her patients. 

[claims 11-16] 

Spackman teaches a method that utilizes patient records and disease 
information to retrieve store and/or retrieve information relating to a patient's condition 
(col. 8, lines 66-col. 9, lines 20), but does not expressly disclose the use of diagnostic 
codes, such as ICD codes. Evans teaches a data retrieval system/method wherein 
receiving data in the patient's records comprises accessing procedure codes or 
diagnosis codes for procedures/diagnoses that the patient has undergone/received and 
wherein the codes are CPT or ICD codes, (column 9, lines 4-7, figure 20; column 11, 
lines 14-27). At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary in the art to combine the teachings of Spackman with the teachings of Evans 
to specifically include diagnostic codes (e.g. ICD codes) among the patient information. 
One would have been motivated to include this feature to facilitate a treating healthcare 
provider's access to a wide range of critical medical data relating to his/her patients. 

[claim 47] The limitations of claim 47 are addressed by the rejection of claims 11-16 
and 46, and incorporated herein. 
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[claim 57] Spackman teaches the method of claim 1 3 wherein the diagnosis description 
describes an agent that is causally related to the diagnosis information, (col. 6, lines 51- 
60; col. 9, lines 47-67) 

8. Claims 6-7, 41 , and 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spackman in view of Kirk et al (US 5,768,578) 
[claims 6-7] Spackman discloses the method of claim 1 as explained in the rejection of 
claim 1 , but does not expressly disclose that the data source is referenced by an 
address corresponding to a location where the data source resides or that this address 
comprises Uniform Resource Locator (URL). Kirk discloses a query processing 
method wherein the location where the data source resides comprises a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL). (Figure 8, col. 33, lines 10-42; col. 34, lines 21-36). At the 
time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the method of Spackman with the teaching of Kirk. As suggested by 
Kirk, one would have been motivated to include this feature to allow a user to more 
easily navigate through information sources which are most relevant to his/her request. 
(Kirk: col. 2, lines 55-63) 

[claim 41] Spackman teaches the system of claim 38, over a computer network (col. 5, 
lines 51-57, but does not expressly discloses that the computer network is the Internet. 
Kirk discloses a system wherein the computer network is the internet. (Figure 8, col. 33, 
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lines 1 0-42; col. 34, lines 21 -36) At the time of the applicant's invention it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Spackman to use 
the Internet. One would have been motivated to include this feature to allow the user to 
have access to computer network with a large distributed body of information, (col. 1 , 
lines 19-22) 

[claims 44- 45] Spackman disclose the system of claim 38 as explained in the rejection 
of claim 38, but does not expressly disclose that the set of queries is used to at least 
one database on the WWW. Kirk discloses the system of claim 38 wherein the set of 
queries is used to search at least one database on the World Wide Web to identify a 
potential list of content links. (Figure 8, col. 33, lines 10-42; col. 34, lines 21-36). At the 
time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the method of Spackman with the teaching of Kirk. As suggested by 
Kirk, one would have been motivated to include this feature to provide a computer 
network with a large distributed body of information, (col. 1 , lines 1 9-22) while allowing a 
user to more easily navigate through information sources which are most relevant to 
his/her request. (Kirk: col. 2, lines 55-63) 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RACHEL L. PORTER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6775. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, (Christopher) Luke Gilligan can be reached on (571) 272-6770. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. L. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



IC Luke Gilligan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



